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As we gather as a community 

Those worshiping at home may wish to create a sacred space by lighting a candle. 

For those worshipping with us today in person:  

Thank you for being with us today to share in worship.  

It is important to us that we gather as safely as possible and that we follow all of the government 

and diocesan guidelines. This means that we must do the following whenever we meet together in 

the church: 

• Enter through the main door  

• Answer the screening questions the greeter will ask you as you enter 

• Sign in at the contact tracing table  

• Wear a mask at all times while inside the church building, being sure to cover both your 

mouth and your nose (disposable masks are available at the door)  

• Use hand sanitizer as you enter  

• Sit one household to a pew 

• Maintain a 2 metre (6 foot) distance between yourself and others (not including members of 

your own household or ‘bubble’) 

• Refrain from congregational singing  

• Follow the instructions for passing the Peace and receiving Communion  

Please note that if you are experiencing any unexplained recent symptoms such as cough, fever, 

shortness of breath, runny nose, sneezing, or sore throat, if you have travelled outside the country 

in the last 14 days, or if you have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for 

COVID-19, you will be asked not to enter the building. Contact your health care provider or 

telehealth (1-866-797-0000) for further instruction. 

If you have been asked to stay home, you can still join us for online worship. Visit www.sjwt.ca for 

the link and instructions.  

Thank you for taking these measures with us so that we can safely reopen for in-person worship. 

Your attention to the wellbeing of others is an important way of loving your neighbours as yourself. 

  

http://www.sjwt.ca/
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* The Land Acknowledgement is taken from A Liturgy for The National Indigenous Day of Prayer 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-

liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa

8  Retrieved 2021 March 8. 

 

Cover Image:. 177128515 | © Zatletic | www.dreamstime.com. Detail of a stained glass window by 

Sieger Köder in the church of Saint John in Piflas, Germany. 

Our liturgy is taken from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) © 2004 by the General Synod of 

the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced under license from ABC 

Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library. Further copying is prohibited. 

Scripture readings from The Inclusive Bible, © 2007 Priests for Equality. Authorized for non-

commercial use. 

Unless otherwise noted, music is from Common Praise (CP), © 1998 by The General Synod of the 

Anglican Church of Canada. Please see specific copyright notice below each hymn/song. 

Today’s Readings: Genesis 28:10-17; Psalm 84; Revelation 21:1-4, 22-22:5; John 20:19-21 

inclusive bible   

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa8
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa8
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa8
http://www.dreamstime.com/
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PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY 

Celebrant: The Rev. Margaret Rodrigues 

Deacon: The Rev. Evelyn Butler 

Preacher: Mother Alexandra Stone 

Reader: Sheila Crummey  

Gospeller: The Rev. Evelyn Butler 

Prayers of the People:  Carrie Cardwell 

Piano: Dan Gooch 

Vocalists: Genesis Bovas, Emily Eakins, Alie Rutty,  

 Brandyn McKinson 

Technical Support: Alan Harnum (Church) and Chris Rutty (Zoom) 
 

PRELUDE  

 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT* 

Creator, you made all people of every land. It is our responsibility to give 

thanks and respect to those who first occupied this land we are upon. We 

give thanks to the Wendat, the Anishinaabe, the Mississauga of the Credit 

and the Haudenosaunee, the first people of this land. 

We offer our respect to those ancestors who may be interred on this land.  

We are also thankful for the gifts of the People of the land. Creator let us be 

of Good Mind to reconcile the mistreatment of this land and to those who 

have been displaced.  

With thankful and respectful hearts, we pray in Your name, Your son the 

Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit.  Amen  

Please stand for the hymn as you are able. 
 

HYMN We Would Be Building Tune:  Finlandia (CP 540) Genesis 

We would be building temples still undone. 

O’er crumbling walls their crosses scarcely lift, 

Waiting ‘til love can raise the broken stone 

And hearts creative bridge the human rift.  

We would be building; listening for the call 

Revealing life that God would give us all. 

Teach us to build; upon the solid rock 

We set the dream that hardens into deed, 
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Ribbed with the steel that Time and Change doth mock –  

The unfailing purpose of our noblest creed. 

We would be building; Spirit, lend us sight 

To see the towers gleaming in the light. 

Teach us to build; O Master, let our hands 

Not falter when the dream is in our hearts, 

When to our ears there come divine commands, 

And all the pride of sinful will departs. 

We build with God!  O grant enduring worth 

Until the heavenly kingdom comes on earth. 

Written by a parishioner, (possibly Charlie Oxman) 
with small revisions by John Spragge (date unknown) 

 

OPENING PRAYERS 

Celebrant:  The grace of Jesus the Christ, and the love of God and  

the companionship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 

All: watchful and caring, our source and our end, all that we are 

and all that we have are yours. Accept us now, as we give 

thanks to you for this place where we have come to praise 

your name, to ask your forgiveness, to know your healing 

power, to hear your word, and to be nourished by the body 

and blood of your Son. Be present always to guide and to 

judge, to illumine and to bless your people. This we pray in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  

 

Please be seated for the readings. 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING  

A reading from the Hebrew Bible the book of Genesis 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a 

certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had 

set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his 

head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was 
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a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and 

the messengers of God were ascending and descending on it. 

And God stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Almighty God, the 

God of Sarah and Abraham and the God of Rebecca and Isaac; 

the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your 

descendants; and your descendants shall be like the dust of the 

earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east 

and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with 

you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back 

to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.’ Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely 

God is in this place—and I did not know it!’ And he was afraid, 

and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than 

the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ 

  

PAUSE 
 

Reader: Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  

All: Thanks be to God 

 

THE PSALM 

The psalm is printed in your bulletin, let us read it responsively by full verse. 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O God of hosts!  

My soul has a desire and longing for your courts; my heart 

and my flesh rejoice in you, O Living God.  

The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest 

where she may lay her young; by the side of your altars,  

O God of hosts, my God who reigns over me.  

Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be 

praising you.   

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! Whose 

hearts are set on the pilgrim’s way.  
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Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of 

springs, for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.  

They will climb from strength to strength; the God of gods 

will be seen in Zion.  

O God of hosts, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob. 

Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your 

anointed.  

For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my 

own room, and to stand at the threshold of the house of my 

God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.  

You, God, are both sun and shield, you will give grace and glory.  

No good thing will you withhold from those who walk with 

integrity.  

O God of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!  

Reader: Glory to God, Source of all being, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit  

All: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen.  

 

SECOND READING 

A reading from the Revelation to St. John.   

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride and groom on their 

wedding day. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

‘See, the home of God is among humankind. 

God will dwell with them; 

they will be God’s people, 

and God himself will be with them; 

The Most High will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.’ 
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I saw no temple in the city, for God Almighty and the Lamb were 

themselves the temple. And the city has no need of sun or moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the rulers of the 

earth will bring their treasures. Its gates will never be shut by 

day—and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the 

glory and the honour of the nations. But nothing unclean will 

enter it, nor anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but 

only those names written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through 

the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is 

the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each 

month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations. Nothing accursed will be found there anymore. But the 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and God’s subjects 

will serve faithfully; they will see the Most High face to face, and 

bear God’s name on their foreheads. And there will be no more 

night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for our God will be their 

light, and they will reign for ever and ever. 

PAUSE 

Reader: Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  

All: Thanks be to God 

 

Please stand for the gospel as you are able. 
 

GRADUAL Celtic Alleluia (CP 709) Genesis 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Refrain: Victory; Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina; adap. 

William Henry Monk; Public Domain, 
 

THE GOSPEL 

Gospeller: May God be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

Gospeller: The Gospel of Jesus the Christ, according to John.  
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All: Glory to you, Jesus the Christ.  

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the 

doors were locked in the room where the disciples were, for fear 

of the Temple authorities. 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you” Having said this the Saviour showed them the marks of 

crucifixion. 

The disciples were full of joy when they saw Jesus, who said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As Abba God sent me, so I’m 

sending you.” 

 

PAUSE 

Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ  

All: Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.  

 

GRADUAL Alleluia (CP 709) Victory tune Genesis 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Please be seated for the sermon. 
 

SERMON 
 

Please stand for the Creed as you are able. 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

All:  I believe in God, 

Our Almighty Parent, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Saviour. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Creator. 
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He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Intercessor: Gracious God 

All: Hear our prayer 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Deacon: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy; God welcomes sinners and invites them to the table. Let 

us confess our sins confident in God’s forgiveness.   

Silence is kept 

Celebrant:  Most merciful God 

All:  We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of Jesus the Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us, that we might delight in 

your will and walk in your ways.  Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 

all sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 

you in eternal life; through Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant: May the peace of Jesus the Christ be always with you. 

All: And also with you. 
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We take a moment to share the peace. Please maintain your 

physical distance from others while passing the peace and avoid 

physical contact with those outside your household. 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

OFFERTORY  

HYMN  How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place (CP 498) Emily 

How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts, to me! 

My thirsty soul desires and longs within thy courts to be; 

My very heart and flesh cry out, O living God, for thee. 

Beside thine altars, gracious Lord, the swallows find a nest; 

How happy they who dwell with thee  

and praise thee without rest, 

And happy they whose hearts are set upon the pilgrim's quest. 

They who go through the desert vale will find it filled with springs, 

And they shall climb from height to height till Zion's temple rings 

With praise to thee, in glory throned,  

Lord God, great King of kings. 

One day within thy courts excels a thousand spent away; 

How happy they who keep thy laws nor from thy precepts stray, 

For thou shalt surely bless all those who live the words they pray. 

Text: Psalm 84, sts. 1-2, Scottish Psalter, public domain;  

para sts. 3-4, Carl P. Daw, Jr., © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. 

Music:  James Leith Macbeth Bain, public domain; arr. Gordon Jacob, alt.  

(Brother James' Air)  

Used by Permission. CCLI Print License 21107945; CCLI Streaming License 2110 

 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  

Celebrant:  Eternal God, 

All: hear the prayers of your faithful people. Grant that all who 

celebrate this eucharist may please you by the offering of 

themselves and the fulfilling of your will. This we ask in the 

name of Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER Eucharistic Prayer #4 

Celebrant: May God be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them up to God. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: It is right to give you thanks and praise, O Lord, our God, 

sustainer of the universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 

and this fragile earth, our island home; by your will they were 

created and have their being. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and 

blessed us with memory, reason, and skill; you made us the 

stewards of creation. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

But we turn against you, and betray your trust; and we turn 

against one another. Again and again you call us to return. 

Through the prophets and sages you reveal your righteous law. 

In the fullness of time you sent your Son, born of a woman, to be 

our Saviour. He was wounded for our transgressions, and 

bruised for our iniquities. By his death he opened to us the way 

of freedom and peace. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. 

Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with those in every 

generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with 

them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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All:  Holy, holy, holy One, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of Our God. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Celebrant:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, 

who on the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 

took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, gave it to his 

friends, and said, “Take this, and eat it: this is my body which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” In the same 

way, after supper, he took the cup of wine; he gave you thanks, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.”  

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Gracious God, we recall the death of your Son Jesus Christ, we 

proclaim his resurrection and ascension, and we look with 

expectation for his coming as Lord of all the nations. We who 

have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring you these gifts. Send your Holy Spirit 

upon us and upon this offering of your Church, that we who eat 

and drink at this holy table may share the divine life of Christ our 

Lord. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and make it your new 

creation. Gather your Church together from the ends of the earth 

into your kingdom, where peace and justice are revealed, that 

we, with all your people, of every language, race, and nation, 

may share the banquet you have promised; through Christ, with 

Christ, and in Christ, all honour and glory are yours, creator of 

all. 

All: Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Celebrant: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus  

taught us. 

All: Our heavenly Parent, hallowed be your name, your realm 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us 

today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 

deliver us from evil. For the reign, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant:  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

All:  We, being many, are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread. 

 

COMMUNION  

Communion will be administered in front of the altar.  When it is your turn, please step forward to 

the indicated place.  The priest will say “The Body of Christ …” or similar words while you remain 

there.  You may then approach to receive the Consecrated Bread in your hands.  

To consume the Bread, walk to one of the stations facing the bottles of hand sanitizer. Remove 

your mask, consume the host, replace your mask, sanitize your hands, and return to your seat 

using the side aisle.  

Only Consecrated Bread will be distributed at this time, but please be assured that those who 

receive Communion in one kind have received the Sacrament in its fullness.  

Anyone who is a baptized Christian, from any denomination, is welcome to receive Communion. 

Those who do not wish to receive Communion at this time are welcome to come forward for a 

blessing. Please cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you wish to be blessed. 

 

Intercessor: For those worshipping at home and online, we offer the following 

prayers: 

All:  In union, O God, with the faithful at every altar of your 

Church, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. And 

since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you 

to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and 

embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let me never 

be separated from you. Let me live and die in your love. 

Amen 
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 Come, Jesus, dwell in me in the fullness of your strength, in 

the perfection of your ways, and in the holiness of your 

Spirit, and rule over every hostile power in the might of your 

Spirit, and to the glory of God. Amen. 

 May the Body and Blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ 

preserve my body and soul unto everlasting life. Amen. 

 

HYMN Harvest Hymn (Tune of CP 31)  Alie 

The love of the Creator fires the sun 

And turns the gentle waters into rain 

So forth from Earth comes food for everyone 

And spins us all into creation’s skein 

Behind the table set and blessed to share 

with doors wide open to a world in need 

Lie hands for work and hearts of love and care 

and worship offered up in word and deed. 

A love so vast embraces space and time 

and knits our lives into the endless web 

makes gifts of beauty and of plenty rhyme 

and adds love’s joy to grace our daily bread. 

Words © John Spragge 2021, issued under Creative Commons Attribution license 2.0 

Music: Edward John Hopkins (ELLERS), public domain 

 

HYMN  O Breath of Life  Emily 

O Breath of life, come sweeping through us 

Revive Your church with life and power 

O Breath of life, come, cleanse, renew us 

And fit Your church to meet this hour 

Chorus 

O Breath of love, come breathe within 

Renewing thought and will and heart 

Come, Love of Christ, afresh to win 

Revive Your church in every part 

O Wind of God, come bend us, break us 

Till humbly we confess our need 
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Then in Your tenderness remake us 

Revive, restore, for this we plead 

Revive us, Lord! Is zeal abating 

While harvest fields are vast and ripe 

Revive us, Lord, the world is waiting 

Equip Your church to spread the light 

Words: Elizabeth Ann Porter Head, Public Domain 

Music: Trevor Hodge © 2009 Trevor Hodge; emumusic.com 

Used by Permission. CCLI Print License 21107945; CCLI Streaming License 

21107952 
 

Please stand for the prayers after Communion as you are able. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Celebrant:  Almighty God,  

All: you have given us this time of joy and have nourished us  

in heavenly things. Grant that we may show in our lives the 

love of Christ who is our God and Saviour. Amen. 

Celebrant: Please join me in affirming our commitment  

to serve God in the world. 

All:  We believe in a with-us God who sits down in our midst  

to share our humanity.  

We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe place;  

into action, into vulnerability and into the streets. 

We commit ourselves to work for change and  

put ourselves on the line; to bear responsibility, take risks,  

live powerfully and face humiliation;  

to stand with those on the edge;  

to choose life and be used by the spirit  

for God’s new community of hope. Amen. 

BLESSING 
 

 
Please be seated for the time of sharing and reflection and the 

announcements.  
 

CELEBRATIONS, NEEDS, REFLECTIONS  
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

Praise God, in Jesus fully known.  

Creator, Word and Spirit one.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand for the hymn as you are able. 
 

HYMN  Guide My Feet (CP 513)  Genesis and Brandyn 

Guide my feet while I run this race. (Yes, my Lord!) 

Guide my feet while I run this race. (Yes, my Lord!) 

Guide my feet while I run this race, 

for I don’t want to run this race in vain! (race in vain!) 

Hold my hand… 

Stand by me… 

I’m your child… 

Search my heart… 

Guide my feet … 

Text: African-American spiritual 

Music: Melody Aftrican-American spiritual; harm. Wendell Whalum,  

©1987 Estate of Wendell Whalum. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Deacon:  Go with the spirit of love to seek justice and to live in peace with 

all creation.   

All: Thanks be to God 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Building up for God! 

The mission of St. John’s Church is to build a community of caring believers 

committed to Christ, to work for justice and service to all in need. We gather to praise 

God, and to give and receive support to meet the challenges of our daily lives and 

ministries. We call on everyone to come and join us. 

We are an accessible, accepting, diverse community. We are young and old, able-

bodied, and disabled, employed and unemployed. We are married, single, divorced, 

straight, and LGBTQ2S+. We are from all over the world, yet we could live next door. 

You will find open minds and open hearts at St. John’s. 

 

 

 

Management Team:  

Phillip Conliffe, Administrator 

Cheryl Atkins, People’s Warden 

John Spragge, Deputy People’s Warden  

Greg Los, Rector’s Warden 

Andrea Rutty, Deputy Rector’s Warden  

Wardens@sjwt.ca 

Ministry Team:  

The Rev. Alexandra Stone, Interim Priest-in-Charge 

pastor@sjwt.ca  416-763-2393  

The Rev. Evelyn Butler, Deacon  

The Rev. Bob Shantz, Honorary Assistant  

The Rev. Margaret Rodrigues, Honorary Assistant  

Genesis Bovas, Director Family and Youth Ministry 
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