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A SACRED SPACE 
You may wish to create a sacred space by lighting a candle. 

The opening prayer will be Honouring the Four Directions, East, South, West 
and North. Please turn and face each direction as it is named. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY 
Presider: The Rev. Evelyn Butler  
Preacher: The Rev. Samantha Caravan 
Priest: The Rev. David Hoopes, OHC 
Deacon: The Rev. Evelyn Butler 
Cantors: Edna Bovas, Alie Rutty 
Voice of the Congregation: Susan Rynasko 
First Reader: May Webster 
Second Reader: John Spragge 
Gospeller: The Rev. Samantha Caravan 
Prayers of the People  John Spragge 
Pianist & Volunteer 
Music Director: Noah Franche-Nolan 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT* 
Creator, you made all people of every land. It is our responsibility to give 
thanks and respect to those who first occupied this land we are upon. We give 
thanks to the Wendat, the Anishinabee, the Mississauga of the Credit and the 
Haudenosaunee, the first people of this land. 

We offer our respect to those ancestors who may be interred on this land.  
We are also thankful for the gifts of the People of the land. Creator let us be of 
Good Mind to reconcile the mistreatment of this land and to those who have 
been displaced.  

With thankful and respectful hearts, we pray in Your name, Your son the 
Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit.  Amen  

PRELUDE  
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Hymn 531  You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord Edna Bovas 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord 
Who abide in His shadow for life 
Say to the Lord, "My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!" 

And He will raise you up on eagles' wings 
Bear you on the breath of dawn 
Make you to shine like the sun 
And hold you in the palm of His hand 

The snare of the fowler will never capture you 
And famine will bring you no fear 
Under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield 

Refrain 

You need not fear the terror of the night 
Nor the arrow that flies by day 
Though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come 

Refrain 

For to His angels He's given a command 
To guard you in all of your ways 
Upon their hands they will bear you up 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone 

Refrain 

And hold you, hold you in the palm of His hand 
 

 
HONOURING THE FOUR DIRECTIONS  
 
Presider:  Come Great Spirit as we gather in your name. 

We face East: 
To your symbol colour, Gold for the morning star. 
To your symbol, Brother Sun that enlightens our intellect  
and brings light on our path to live responsibly; 
To your lessons telling us to balance the Mind  
in the Spirit of humility. 
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To invoke your Spirit of illumination and far sighted vision; 
Help us to love you and one another with our whole heart,  
our whole mind, and our whole soul. 
We pray: 

Congregation: Come Holy Spirit, Come 
Presider:  We turn to face the South: 

To your symbol colour Black, still and quiet. 
To your animal symbol the Thunderbird; 
To your symbol the Thunder mighty and purposeful; 
To your lessons calling us to balance our emotions in the 
Spirit of gentleness and honesty; 
To invoke your Spirit of introspection, seeing within; 
Give us your strength and the courage to endure, 
We pray: 

Congregation: Come Holy Spirit, Come. 
Presider:  We turn to face West. 

To your symbol colour Red; the hue of revelation; 
To your animal symbol, the Eagle, strong and nurturing; 
To your lessons calling us to the balance of your Spirit  
in harmony with brother, sisters and siblings; 
To invoke your wisdom and grace, the goodness of the ages. 
We pray: 

Congregation: Come Holy Spirit, Come. 
Presider:  We turn to face North 

To your symbol colour White of clarity and brightness. 
To your animal symbol the Swan which brings us  
in touch with Mother Earth and growing things; 
To your lessons calling us to balance of our body  
in the Spirit of a good sense of humour; 
To invoke your Spirit of innocence, trust and love; 
Help us to open our eyes to the sacredness  
of every living thing. 
We pray: 

Congregation: Come Holy Spirit, Come. 
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Presider:  We turn to complete the circle and to look: 
To God, our Creator who cleanses our Mother Earth  
with snow, wind and rain  
To Jesus the Christ, the Peacemaker  
who fills us with the wildness  
Of mercy and lovingly embraces all,  
and the Holy Spirit who inspires us to action. 

Congregation: Come Holy Spirit, Come 
 

COLLECT  
Creator God, 
from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name. 
You have rooted and grounded us 
in your covenant love, 
and empowered us by your Spirit 
to speak the truth in love, 
and to walk in your way towards justice and wholeness. 
Mercifully grant that your people, 
journeying together in partnership, 
may be strengthened and guided 
to help one another to grow into the full stature of Christ, 
who is our light and our life. Amen 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
Readings are referenced on the final page. 

FIRST READING  
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah  

To whom can you liken me? Who is my equal?” says the  
Holy One. Lift up your eyes and ask yourself who made these 
stars, if not the one who drills them like an army, calling each 
by name? Because God is so great in strength, so mighty in 
power, not a single one is missing. How can you say, tribe of 
Leah and Rachel and Jacob, “My destiny is hidden from God, 
my rights are ignored by my God?” Do you not know? Have 
you not heard? The Eternal One is the everlasting God, the 
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creator of the ends of the earth. This God does not faint or 
grow weary; with a depth of understanding that is 
unsearchable.  

God gives strength to the weary, and empowers the 
powerless. Young women may grow tired and weary, young 
men may stumble and fall, but those who wait for God find a 
renewed power: they soar on eagles’ wings, they run and do 
not get weary, they walk and never tire.  

 

PAUSE 
Reader:  Listen for the leading of the spirit. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God 
 

THE PSALM 
The psalm is printed in your bulletin, let us read it alternatively at full verse  

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the vault of the 
sky reveals God’s handiwork.  
One day speaks to another, and night shares its 
knowledge with night,  
And this without speech or language; their voices are not 
heard. 
But their sound goes out to all the lands, their words to 
the ends of the earth. 
In the heavens, God has pitched a tent for the sun, which 
comes out like a bridegroom from under the canopy, like an 
athlete eager to run the race. 
Its rising is at one end of the sky, it runs its course to the 
other, and there is nothing that is hidden from its heat. 
God’s instruction is sure, giving wisdom to the simple; 
God’s precepts are right, rejoicing the heart; God’s 
commandment is pure, giving light to the eyes; 
God’s fear is clean, enduring forever; God’s judgements are 
true, every one of them righteous; 
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More desirable than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter 
also than honey, pure honey from the comb.  
For in keeping them, there is great reward. 
But who can discern unwitting sins? O cleanse me from 
my secret faults. 
Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get 
the better of me. 
Then shall I be clean and innocent of great offence. 
Let the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O God, my strength and  
my redeemer. 

Reader:  Glory to God, Source of all being, Eternal Word and  
Holy Spirit 

Congregation: As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever 
 

SECOND READING  
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Philippi.  

Rejoice in God always; again, I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. God is near. Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  

Keep on doing the things that you have learned and  
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 

 

PAUSE 
Reader:  Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God 



 8 

Hymn This Path We Walk Edna Bovas 
This path we walk, through joy and tears,  
a living Way of faith and fears,  
through each step’s risk, each sorrow’s pain,  
when walked in love, we’ll rise again.  

When life is shared, together, free  
we’ll grow to be all we can be: 
 a circle wide will call us home,  
when wrapped in love, we’re not alone.  

These gifts we bring, this light we hold,  
our songs of grace, our stories told,  
remain un-done, told just in part, 
 till shared in love, and known by heart.  
When life is shared, together bound,  

God’s richest gifts, together found;  
together walk the Spirit’s Way  
when love’s the guide, we shall not stray.  

This life we share, a blessing deep;  
a promised gift, now ours to keep.  
God grant our words were spoken true,  
now clothed in life, each day anew. 

 

THE GOSPEL 
Gospeller: May God be with you.  
Congregation: And also with you.  
Gospeller: The Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to John 
Congregation: Glory to you, Jesus the Christ.  

In the beginning, there was the Word; the Word was in God’s 
presence, and the Word was God. The Word was present to 
God from the beginning. Through the Word all things came 
into being, and apart from the Word nothing came into being. 
In the Word was life, and that life was humanity’s light – a 
Light that shines in the darkness, a Light that the darkness 
has never overtaken. Then came One named John, sent as 
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an envoy from God, who came as a witness to testify about 
the Light, so that through his testimony every one might 
believe. John was not the light; he only came to testify to the 
Light – the true Light that illumines all humanity. The Word 
was coming to the world! 

Was in the world – and though the world was made through 
the Word, the world did not recognize it. Though the Word 
came to its own realm, the Word’s own people did not accept 
it. Yet any who did accept the Word, who believed in that 
Name, were empowered to become children of God – 
children born not of natural descent, nor urge of flesh – nor 
human will – but born of God. 

And the Word became flesh and stayed for a little while 
among us; we saw the Word’s glory – the favour and position 
a parent gives an only child – filled with grace, filled with truth. 

John testified by proclaiming, “This is the One I was talking 
about when I said, ‘The One who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me, for this One existed before I did.’” 

PAUSE 
Gospeller:  The Gospel of Christ 
Congregation: Praise to you Jesus the Christ 
 

SERMON 
Musical Reflection 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Iona Abbey Worship Book 

Presider: Please join me in affirming our faith together. 
Congregation: We believe that God is present in the darkness  

before dawn; in the waiting and uncertainty where fear 
and courage join hands, conflict and caring link arms,  
and the sun rises over barbed wire.  

 We believe in a with-us God who sits down in our midst 
to share our humanity.  
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 We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe place;  
into action, into vulnerability and into the streets. 

 We commit ourselves to work for change and put 
ourselves on the line; to bear responsibility, take risks,  
live powerfully and face humiliation; to stand with  
those on the edge; to choose life and be used by the  
spirit for God’s new community of hope. Amen. 

 

Hymn  God is Alive, Music is Afoot  Buffy Sainte-Marie 
Provided to YouTube by Universal Music Group  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Intercessor:  Creator Spirit 
Congregation: Bring us to a new beginning.   
A Prayer for Fathers 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Priest: Let us testify with honesty the condition of our souls. 

Silence is kept for personal confession 

Priest: Gracious God, 
Congregation: you have shown us the way of justice and nurtured us 

with love. Even so, we have not lived according to  
your will. When we are oppressed or unjustly accused, 
we cling to fear and forget to trust in your deliverance. 
When we are giddy with power and abuse the rights of 
others we hold tight to our privilege and forget your laws. 
Have mercy on us God, for we are weak and prone to 
disobedience. Hear our confession, and respond to us 
with kindness, that we might turn to you again,  
walk in the light, and live in equity and peace:   
through Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen. 

Priest: Friends, God is for us and not against us! For that very 
reason, God sent the Son into the world not to condemn the 
world, but that the world might be redeemed by Christ. 
Believe the good news, In Jesus the Christ we are forgiven! 
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The blessing of God the Creator, Incarnate Word and  
Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always. Amen 

 

THE PEACE 
Presider: May the peace of Jesus the Christ be always with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
Take a moment to share the peace with your household and in the 
comment/chat section  

OUR SAVIOUR’S PRAYER 
Presider:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us 
Congregation: Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother 
of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!  
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples  
of the world!  
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain  
our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us.  
In the hurts we absorb from one another,  
forgive us.  
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  
From trials too great to endure, spare us.  
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn  When Jesus Called You Father Alie Rutty 
When Jesus called you “Father” in teaching folks to pray, 
And when he said we're children who need to trust your way, 
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O God, he knew your closeness, your guidance from above. 
Perhaps in Joseph's caring, he'd learned to trust your love. 

Some cannot call you Father; they will not use that name. 
The fathers they have known here have caused them fear 
and pain; 
And though you're like a father, you're like a mother, too. 
No single name can ever tell all we know of you. 

Yet Jesus in his teaching described a father's joy 
When, at his son's returning, he ran to greet the boy. 
O God, when we have hurt you and struggled on our own, 
Just like that loving parent, you run to bring us home. 

O God, you seek to save us, no matter what the cost; 
Our Father, your intention is no one will be lost. 
As Jesus called you "Abba," and trusted in your plans, 
We trust in you to guide us! Our lives are in your hands. 

You hold your children's future when all will be made new. 
Your house has many dwellings so we may live with you. 
Just like a loving father, you answer when we pray. 
In thanks, may we your children now follow you each day. 

 

CELEBRATIONS, NEEDS, REFLECTIONS  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures high and low.  
Praise God, in Jesus fully known.  
Creator, Word and Spirit one.  

BLESSING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:  Go with Creator God on the journey of justice and pathways 

of peace 
Congregation: Thanks be to God 
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Building up for God! 
The mission of St. John’s Church is to build a community of caring believers committed  
to Christ, to work for justice and service to all in need. We gather to praise God, and  
to give and receive support to meet the challenges of our daily lives and ministries.  
We call on everyone to come and join us. 

We are an accessible, accepting, diverse community. We are young and old, able-bodied, 
and disabled, employed and unemployed. We are married, single, divorced, straight, and 
LGBTQ2S+. We are from all over the world, yet we could live next door. You will find open 
minds and open hearts at St. John’s. 

Ministry Team:  
Fr. David Bryan Hoopes, OHC, Interim Priest in Charge  
The Rev. Evelyn Butler, Deacon  
The Rev. Bob Shantz, Honorary Assistant  
The Rev. Margaret Rodrigues, Honorary Assistant  
Edna Bovas, Director Family and Youth Ministry 

Management Team:  
Phillip Conliffe, Administrator 
Cheryl Atkins, People’s Warden 
John Spragge, Deputy People’s Warden  
Greg Los, Rector’s Warden 
Andrea Rutty, Deputy Rector’s Warden 

* The Land Acknowledgement is taken from A Liturgy for The National Indigenous Day of Prayer 
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-
liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa8  
Retrieved 2021 March 8 

Hymns:  
You who dwell in the Shelter of the Lord  
Michael Joncas, © 1991 New Dawn Press, compiled in Common Praise, ©1998 The General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of Canada 
https://www.google.ca/search?q=Lyrics+On+Eagles+Wings&rls=com.microsoft:en-
GB:{referrer:source?}&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7GGLL_en  retrieved 2021 June 14 
 
This Path We Walk 
Words © 2016 S. Curtis Tufts, tune O Waly, Waly (English Traditional) 
The lyrics for this song are by S. Curtis Tufts, a United Church minister in Spruce Grove, Alberta. They were 
written in 2016, the 30th Anniversary of the United Church of Canada’s apology to First Nations Peoples. 
From S. Curtis Tufts, “I was a commissioner from Saskatchewan Conference at the 1986 General Council in 
Sudbury and have a vivid memory of the evening when the Apology was brought on our behalf by the 
Moderator to the waiting Elders. The whole council was gathered in an amazing circle dance around a 
bonfire as the Moderator and Elders met in a tipi nearby. I remember clearly the strong feeling that we were 
in the midst of a historic turning point kind of moment. I hope that, as a part of our acknowledging the 
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anniversary of that moment, this hymn will remind us of the need to continue faithfully on the journey that was 
begun then.” 
 https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/apology-30th-anniversary-hymn.pdf retrieved 2021 June 15;  
 
When Jesus Called you Father, 
Text: © 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Tune Llangloffan (Welsh traditional) 
Ms. Gillette has graciously granted permission for churches to use her hymns during the Covid pandemic. 
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/when_jesus_called_you_father.html retrieved 2021 June 15 
 
YouTube video: God is Alive Magic is Afoot 
Artist: Buffy Sainte-Marie/Leonard Cohen; Album: Illuminations; Released: 1969 
Kobalt Music Publishing Ltd., Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Universal Music Publishing Group 
© 1969 Caleb Music/Stranger Music 
Words are an interpretation by Buffy Sainte-Marie of a poem that appeared in Leonard Cohen’s 1966 book 
Beautiful Losers. 
 
Today’s Readings:  
Isaiah 40:25-31, Inclusive Bible; Psalm 19, Voices United; Philippians 4:4-9, NRSV;  
John 1:1-18, Inclusive Bible  
 


