
 
“Transfiguration” by JESUS MAFA. JESUS MAFA is a response to the New Testament readings from the Lectionary by a Christian community 

in Cameroon, Africa. Each of the readings was selected and adapted to dramatic interpretation by the community members. Photographs of 

their interpretations were made, and these were then transcribed to paintings. 1973 

 

Feast of the Transfiguration 

February 14, 2021  

Morning Prayer 
St. John’s Anglican Church 

 

We celebrate our relationship with the first peoples of this land and with 
gratitude we acknowledge the traditional territories on which this Church 
building and community, lives and moves and has its being. We give thanks 
for the peoples of the Wendat, the Anishinabee, the Mississauga of the New 

Credit and the Haudenosaunee communities, 
and we recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples on this land. 



GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE NOAH FRANCHE-NOLAN 

 

HYMN 9 TODAY I AWAKE ALIE RUTTY 

 

Today I awake and God is before me. 

At night, as I dreamt, God summoned the day; 

For God never sleeps but patterns the morning 

with slithers of gold or glory in grey. 

 

Today I arise and Christ is beside me. 

He walked through the dark to scatter new light, 

Yes, Christ is alive, and beckons his people 

to hope and to heal, resist and invite. 

 

Today I affirm the Spirit within me 

at worship and work, in struggle and rest. 

The Spirit inspires all life which is changing 

from fearing to faith, from broken to blest. 

 

Today I enjoy the Trinity round me, 

above and beneath, before and behind; 

The Maker, the Son, the Spirit together 

they called me to life and call me their friend. 

 

OPENING PRAYERS 

 

Presider:  O God open our lips, 

All:   and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Presider:  Your light springs up for the righteous 
All:   and all the peoples have seen your glory. 
 
Presider: Blessed are you,  

Sovereign God, ruler of the nations,  
to you be praise and glory for ever.  



From the rising of the sun to its setting  
your name is proclaimed in all the world.  
As the Sun of Righteousness dawns in our hearts,  
anoint our lips with the seal of your Spirit  
so that we may witness to your gospel  
and sing your praise in all the earth.  
Blessed be God: Source of all being, eternal Word 
and Holy Spirit. 

All:   Blessed be God for ever. 
 

COLLECT 

Presider:  Lord of the mountain peak, 
All: whose light reveals the earth 

to be a dwelling place for love; 
Lord of the overshadowing, 
whose darkness confounds 
the lie that we can possess you: 
transform our hearts and minds, 
so that we may listen to him 
who bears the weight of glory 
in the lightness of our flesh, 
Jesus Christ, your Chosen One. Amen. 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING 2 KINGS 2:1-12 

 

Reader:  A reading from Second Kings. 
 

1 When YHWH was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here. YHWH is sending me to 
Bethel.”  
 
“As YHWH lives, and you live,” said Elisha, “I will not leave 
you.”  
 
So they departed together for Bethel. 3 The disciples of the 
prophets in Bethel approached Elisha, asking, “Do you know 



that YHWH is going to take Elijah from you today?”  
 
“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “now be silent.”  
 
4 Then Elijah spoke, “Stay here, Elisha. YHWH is sending me to 
Jericho.”  
 
And Elisha replied, “As YHWH lives, and as you live, I will not 
leave you.”  
 
So they went to Jericho. 5 The disciples of prophets in Jericho 
approached Elisha, asking, “Do you know that YHWH is going to 
take Elijah from you today?”  
 
“Yes, I know,” he said, “now be silent.”  
 
6 Then Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here. YHWH is sending me to 
the Jordan.”  
 
“As YHWH lives and as you live,” said Elisha, “I will not leave 
you.”  
 
So the two of them walked on. 7 Fifty disciples of prophets 
stood off at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha 
stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and 
struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to 
the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry land.  
 
9 Once across, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for 
you before I am taken from you?” Elisha replied, “Let me 
inherit two-thirds of your spirit,” he said.  
 
10 “You ask a difficult thing,” Elijah said. “If you see me when I 
am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.”  
 
11 As they were walking along and chatting with each other, 
suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and 
separated the two, and Elijah went up to heaven in a 



whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My 
father! The chariots and cavalry of Israel!” And Elisha saw 
nothing more. Then he took hold of his clothes and tore them 
apart. 
 

PAUSE. 
 

Reader:  Listen to the leading of the Spirit. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 147:1-11, 20c 
 
Reader: We’ll read the psalm responsively by the half verse. 
 

1 YHWH our God speaks 
and summons the earth 
from the rising of the sun 
to its setting.  
 
2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
God shines forth.  
 
3 YHWH comes and won’t be silent: 
a devouring fire goes before God, 
while storms rage all around.  
 
4 God summons heaven and earth 
to the trial of God’s people:  
 
5 “Gather to me my faithful ones, 
who make their covenant with me by sacrifice!”  
 
6 The heavens affirm God’s justice 
because it is God who is the judge! 

 
Reader: Glory to God, Source of all being,  

eternal Word and Holy Spirit: 
 



All: as it was in the beginning,  
is now and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
SECOND READING 2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6  

 

Reader:  A reading from the second letter to the Corinthians. 
 

3 If our Gospel can be called veiled in any sense, it is only for 
those who are headed toward destruction. 4 Their unbelieving 
minds have been blinded by the god of the present age, so that 
they do not see the splendor of the Gospel showing forth the 
glory of Christ, the image of God. 5 It is not ourselves we 
preach, but Christ Jesus as Sovereign, and ourselves as your 
workers for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine 
out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts, so that we in turn 
might make known the glory of God shining on the face of 
Christ. 
 

PAUSE. 
 

Reader:  Listen to the leading of the Spirit. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
CANTICLE 23  SONG OF THE FIRST-BORN  COLOSSIANS 1:15-20 

Reader:  We’ll say the Canticle responsively. 
 

15 Christ is the image of the unseen God 
and the firstborn of all creation,  
 
16 for in Christ were created 
all things in heaven and on earth: 
everything visible and invisible, 
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers 
—all things were created through Christ and for Christ.  
 
17 Before anything was created, Christ existed, 
and all things hold together in Christ.  
 



18 The church is the body; Christ is its head. 
Christ is the Beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
and so Christ is first in every way.  
 
19 God wanted all perfection to be found in Christ,  
20 and all things to be reconciled to God through Christ— 
 
everything in heaven and everything on earth— 
when Christ made peace by dying on the cross. 

 
GOSPEL  MARK 9:2-9  

 

Reader:  The Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to Mark. 
All:   Glory to you, Jesus the Christ 
 

2 Six days after that, Jesus took Peter and James and John and 
led them up a high mountain where they could be alone.  
 
And there Jesus was transfigured before their eyes; 3 the 
clothes Jesus wore became dazzlingly white—whiter than any 
earthly bleach could make them.  
 
4 Elijah appeared to them, as did Moses, and the two were 
talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter spoke to Jesus. “Rabbi,” he 
said, “how wonderful it is for us to be here! Let us make three 
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah!” 6 
Peter did not know what he was saying, so overcome were 
they all with awe.  
 
7 Then a cloud formed, overshadowing them; and there came a 
voice from out of the cloud: “This is my Beloved, my Own; 
listen to this One.” 8 Then suddenly, when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them anymore—only Jesus.  
 
9 As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus gave 
them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until after 
the Promised One had risen from the dead. 10 They agreed to 
this, though they discussed among themselves what “rising 
from the dead” could mean. 



PAUSE. 
 

Reader:  The Gospel of Christ. 
All:   Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 

SERMON EDNA BOVAS 
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION NOAH FRANCHE-NOLAN 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 
Presider:  Please join me in affirming our faith together. 
All:   Hear, O Israel,  

our God, the Almighty is one.  
Love your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul,  
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.  
 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it:  
Love your neighbour as yourself.  
There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Intercessor:  God of all possibilities, 
All:   Lead us to the light.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Presider:  Let us testify with honesty the condition of our souls; 
 

Gracious God, 
All:  you have shown us the ways of justice  

and nurtured us with love.  
Even so, we have not lived according to your will.  
When we are oppressed or unjustly accused,  
we cling to fear and forget to trust in your deliverance.  



When we are giddy with power  
and abuse the rights of others,  
we hold tight to our privilege and forget your laws.  
Have mercy on us, God,  
for we are weak and prone to disobedience.  
 
Hear our confession,  
and respond to us with kindness,  
that we might turn to you again,  
walk in the light, and live in equity and peace;  
through Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen. 

Silence is held for personal confession. 
 

Presider:  Friends, God is for us and not against us!  
For that very reason,  
God sent the Son into the world  
not to condemn the world,  
but that the world might be redeemed by Christ.  
 
Believe the good news,  
in Jesus the Christ we are forgiven!  
 
Blessing of God the Creator, Incarnate Word and Holy Spirit,  
be with you and remain with you always. 

All:  Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

Presider:  May the peace of Jesus the Christ be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

 

Take a moment to share the peace with those in your household and in the 
comment section of the video. 

 

OUR SAVIOUR’S PRAYER 

Presider:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray 
All:  Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  



Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN 60 I COME WITH JOY   ALIE RUTTY 

 
I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall, in love laid down for me. 

 

As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends. 

 

The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, alive among us here. 

 

A cloud of loving witnesses surrounds us while we sing 

as all the saints, forgiven, loved, immortal praises bring. 

 

Together met, together bound by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world the love that makes us one. 

 

CELEBRATIONS, NEEDS, AND REFLECTIONS 

 
As we attend to the prayers of our community, we respond: 
God of mercy,  or Thanks be to God 
Hear our prayer   Alleluia 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  
Creator, Word and Spirit One. 
 



BLESSING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 

Presider:  Go, as Holy Messengers of  
the Creators’ infinite and eternal love. 

All:   Thanks be to God! 
  

POSTLUDE NOAH FRANCHE-NOLAN 

 

  



 
 
All Scripture texts are taken from: 
Priests for Equality. The Inclusive Bible. Sheed & Ward. Kindle Edition. 

 

Ministry Team: 

The Rev. Dawn Leger   Priest and Pastor   pastor@sjwt.ca 
The Rev. Evelyn Butler  Deacon 
The Rev. Bob Shantz   Honorary Assistant 
The Rev. Margaret Rodrigues  Honorary Assistant 
Edna Bovas    Director Family and Youth Ministry  youth@sjwt.ca 
 

Wardens: Cheryl Atkins, Greg Los 
Deputy Wardens: John Spragge, Andrea Rutty  
wardens@sjwt.ca 
 

 

 
 

We are an inclusive and family-friendly community 
located at 288 Humberside Avenue Toronto ON 
M6P 1L5 
416-763-2393  
www.sjwt.ca  

Building up for God! 
 
The mission of St. John’s Church is to build a community of caring believers committed to Christ, to 
work for justice and service to all in need. We gather to praise God, and to give and receive support 
to meet the challenges of our daily lives and ministries. We call on everyone to come and join us. 

 
We are not a building. We are an accessible, accepting, diverse community. We are young and old, 
able-bodied, and disabled, employed and unemployed. We are married, single, divorced, straight, 
and LGBTQ2S+. We are from all over the world, yet we could live next door. You will find open minds 
and open hearts at St. John’s. 

https://d.docs.live.net/855a68cd2d5b880b/Documents/Worship/Bulletins/2021/pastor@sjwt.ca
https://d.docs.live.net/855a68cd2d5b880b/Documents/Worship/Bulletins/2021/youth@sjwt.ca
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