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A SACRED SPACE 
You may wish to create a sacred space by lighting a candle. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY 
Presider: The Rev. David Hoopes OHC 
Preacher: The Rev. Bob Shantz  
Deacon: The Rev. Evelyn Butler 
Voice of the Congregation: Andrea Rutty 
Cantor: Edna Bovas  
First Reader: Chris Saunders 
Second Reader: Melani Tandon 
Gospeller: The Rev. Bob Shantz 
Intercessor: Carrie Cardwell 
Pianist: Noah Franche-Nolan 
 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT* 
Creator, you made all people of every land. It is our responsibility to give 
thanks and respect to those who first occupied this land we are upon. We give 
thanks to the Wendat, the Anishinabee, the Mississauga of the Credit and the 
Haudenosaunee, the first people of this land. 

We offer our respect to those ancestors who may be interred on this land.  
We are also thankful for the gifts of the People of the land. Creator let us be of 
Good Mind to reconcile the mistreatment of this land and to those who have 
been displaced.  

With thankful and respectful hearts, we pray in Your name, Your son the 
Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit.  Amen  

PRELUDE  
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Hymn 220  Christ is Risen, Christ is Risen 
1 Christ is risen, Christ is risen tell it with a joyful voice. 
Christ has burst his three days’ prison,  
let the whole wide earth rejoice. 
Death is conquered, we are free.   
Christ has won the victory. 

2. Come ye sad and fearful hearted,  
with glad smile and radiant brow, 
Lent’s long shadows have departed,  
all his woes are over now,  
And the Passion that he bore,  
sin and pain can vex no more. 

3. Christ is risen, Christ is risen,  
he hath opened heaven’s gate: 
We are free from sin’s dark prison,  
risen to a holier state; 
And a brighter Easter beam  
on our longing eyes shall stream. 

 

COLLECT 
Almighty and eternal God, 
the strength of those who believe 
and the hope of those who doubt, 
may we, who have not seen, have faith 
and receive the fullness of Christ's blessing, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
Readings are referenced on the final page. 
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FIRST READING  
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 
With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Redeemer Jesus the Christ, and great 
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid  
it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any 
had need.  

 

PAUSE 
 

Reader:  Listen for the leading of the Spirit 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 
 

PSALM  Let’s read the Psalm alternatively at full verse 
 

Oh how good and pleasant it is,  
when families live together in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head  
that runs down upon the beard,  
Upon the beard of Aaron,  
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.  

It is like the dew of Hermon,  
That falls upon the hills of Zion. 
For there God has ordained the blessing: 
life for evermore.  

Reader:  Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy 
Spirit 

Congregation: As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever 
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SECOND READING 
A Reading from the First Letter of John 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word 
of Life – this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify 
to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with God and 
was revealed to us – we declare to you what we have seen 
and heard so that you also may be one with us; as we are 
with God and with the Only Begotten, Jesus Christ. We write 
this to fulfil our joy. This is the message we have heard from 
Jesus and proclaim to you, that God is light and in God there 
is no darkness at all. If we say that we have intimacy with 
God while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 
what is true; but if we walk in the light as God is the light, we 
are one with each other, and the blood of Jesus the Only 
Begotten cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, God the faithful and just One will forgive us 
our sins and cleanse us from all injustice. If we say that we 
have not sinned, we call God a liar, and show that God’s word 
is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you 
so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with God, Jesus Christ who is just. Jesus is the full 
payment for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 
 

PAUSE 
Reader:  Listen for the leading of the Spirit 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 
 

CANTICLE  
Canticle 25  Song of the Multitude 
Presider:  Alleluia! Salvation, glory and power belong to our God  

whose judgements are just and true. 
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Congregation: Praise our God all you servants of God,  
you who fear the Most High, both small and great. 

Presider:  Alleluia! Our Sovereign God has begun to reign.  
Let us rejoice and be glad, and give praise to God for the 
wedding day of the Lamb is at hand.  

Presider:  Listen for the leading of the Spirit 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 
 

THE GOSPEL 
Gospeller: May God be with you 

Congregation: And also with you. 
Gospeller: The Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to John 

Congregation: Glory to you, Jesus the Christ.  
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the 
doors were locked in the room where the disciples were for 
fear of the Temple authorities.  Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” Having said this, the 
Saviour showed them the marks of the crucifixion. The 
disciples were filled with joy when they saw Jesus, who said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As God sent me, so I am 
sending you.”  After saying this, Jesus breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, 
they are forgiven. If you retain anyone’s sins, they are 
retained.”  

It happened that one of the Twelve, Thomas – nicknamed 
Didymus, or ‘Twin’ – was absent when Jesus came. The 
other disciples kept telling Thomas, “We have seen Jesus!” 
Thomas’ answer was, “I will never believe it without putting 
my finger in the nail marks and my hand into the spear 
wound.” 

On the eighth day, the disciples were once more in the room, 
and this time Thomas was with them. Despite the locked 
doors, Jesus came and stood before them, Saying, “Peace be 
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with you.” Then to Thomas, Jesus said, “Take your finger and 
examine my hands. Put your hand into my side. Do not 
persist in your unbelief, but believe!” 

Thomas said in his response, “My Saviour and my God!” 

Jesus then said, “You have become a believer because you 
saw me. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
believed.” 

Jesus performed many other signs as well – signs not 
recorded here – in the presence of the disciples. But these 
have been recorded to help you believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Only Begotten, so that through believing you 
may have life in Jesus’ Name.  

PAUSE 

Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ.  

Congregation: Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.  
 

SERMON  
 

Hymn 244  We walk by Faith 
1 We walk by faith and not by sight: 
no gracious words we hear 
from him who spoke as none e’er spoke, 
but we believe him near. 

2 We may not touch his hands and side, 
nor follow where he trod; 
but in his promise we rejoice, 
and cry, “My Lord and God!” 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, 
and may our faith abound, 
to call on you when you are near, 
and seek where you are found: 
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4 that, when our life of faith is done, 
in realms of clearer light 
we may behold you as you are 
with full and endless sight. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
The Apostle’s Creed 
Presider Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

Congregation I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Saviour. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day Christ rose 
again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Intercessor:  Give thanks to the Risen Christ 
Congregation: For God’s love endures forever 
 

THE PEACE 
Presider: May the peace of Jesus the Christ be always with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 
Take a moment to share the peace with your household and in the 
comment/chat section  
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OUR SAVIOUR’S PRAYER 
Presider: As our Saviour taught us let us pray 

Congregation: Our Father in heaven  
Hallowed be your name 
Your reign come your will be done  
On Earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those  
Who sin against us. 
save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil;  
for the reign the power  
and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen 

Hymn 397  Praise to the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
1. Praise the one who breaks the darkness  
with a liberating light. 
Praise the one who frees the prisoners,  
turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the one who preached the Gospel,  
healing every dread disease, 
Calming storms and feeding thousands  
with the very bread of peace. 

2. Praise the one who blessed the children  
with a strong yet gentle word. 
Praise the one who drove out demons  
with a piercing two-edged sword. 
Praise the one who brings cool water  
to the desert's burning sand. 
From this well comes living water,  
quenching thirst in every land. 

3. Praise the one true love incarnate:  
Christ who suffered In our place.  
Jesus died and rose for many that we  
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May know God by grace.   
Let us sing for joy and  
Gladness seeing what our God has done.   
Praise for One redeeming glory,  
praise the One who makes us one. 

 

PRESIDER: BLESSING 
 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon:  Go into the world and live as Resurrected People. Alleluia!  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 

POSTLUDE  
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Building up for God! 
The mission of St. John’s Church is to build a community of caring believers committed to 
Christ, to work for justice and service to all in need. We gather to praise God, and to give 
and receive support to meet the challenges of our daily lives and ministries. We call on 
everyone to come and join us. 

We are an accessible, accepting, diverse community. We are young and old, able-bodied, 
and disabled, employed and unemployed. We are married, single, divorced, straight, and 
LGBTQ2S+. We are from all over the world, yet we could live next door. You will find open 
minds and open hearts at St. John’s. 

Ministry Team:  
Fr. David Bryan Hoopes, Interim Priest in Charge  
The Rev. Dawn Leger, Priest in Charge, on leave  
The Rev. Evelyn Butler, Deacon  
The Rev. Bob Shantz, Honorary Assistant  
The Rev. Margaret Rodrigues, Honorary Assistant  
Edna Bovas, Director Family and Youth Ministry 

Management Team:  
Phillip Conliffe, Administrator 
Cheryl Atkins, People’s Warden 
John Spragge, Deputy People’s Warden  
Greg Los, Rector’s Warden 
Andrea Rutty, Deputy Rector’s Warden 

* The Land Acknowledgement is taken from A Liturgy for The National Indigenous Day of 
Prayer  https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-
liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4B
E2MUa8  Retrieved 2021 March 8 

Hymns https://hymnary.org/hymnal/CP1998. Retrieved 2021 April 6 

Today’s Readings: Acts 4:32-35, NRSV; Psalm 133 SSJD; John 1:1-2:2, NRSV;  
Canticle 25 Song of the Multitude of Heaven, Revelation 19:1, 2, 5-7, The Inclusive Bible;  
John 20;19-31, The Inclusive Bible 

 

 


